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Gordon Brown has appointed veteran 
MEP and social justice campaigner Glenys 
Kinnock to take over as Europe Minister, 
following the acrimonious departure of 
Caroline Flint.

Kinnock has close links to the politi-
cal elite in both the Labour Party and 
the European Commission: her husband 
and former Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
is the architect of New Labour and fol-
lowing his resignation as party leader he 
was appointed the EU’s Transport Com-
missioner, going on to become Vice Pres-
ident of the Commission. Ms Kinnock 
knows the ropes in Brussels and Stras-
bourg, having served as an MEP since 
1994. For almost a decade they were the 
golden couple of Brussels – one Sunday 
newspaper even likened the Kinnocks to 
the Kennedys.

EU diplomats will welcome a Europe 
minister with extensive experience in the 
occasionally arcane politics of the ‘Brussels 
bubble’, while envoys from the develop-

ing world will be pleased that a passionate 
advocate for the development issues has 
joined government. 

Ms Kinnock has built formidable reputa-
tion as a campaigner for social justice, as 
the founder and president of One World 
Action, a development NGO, as well as 
being Patron of the Burma Campaign and 
a Council Member of Voluntary Service 
Overseas. Prior to her resignation as an 
MEP she was a board member of the Euro-
pean Council on Foreign Relations. 

She travelled widely as joint president 
of the European Parliament’s African, Car-
ibbean and Pacific (ACP)-EU Joint Parlia-
mentary Assembly and also as Labour’s 
spokeswoman in the European Parliament 
on international development.

An eloquent speaker on gender issues, 
Ms Kinnock’s addition to the cabinet will 
help deflect accusations by the departing 
Ms Flint that Prime Minister Brown’s cabi-
net is an old boys club.

In one of the most undiplomatic res-

ignation letters in 
recent British his-
tory, Flint criticised 
Brown for running 
a “two-tier” government that excludes 
women from his inner circle.

She said: “Several of the women attend-
ing cabinet – myself included – have been 
treated by you as little more than female 
window dressing. I am not willing to attend 
cabinet in a peripheral capacity any longer.”

Speculation had been rife among 
European diplomats that Flint was on 
the verge of resigning and her depar-
ture has been greeted with some dis-
appointment. “I always found her to be 
extremely competent, practical and to-
the-point. We are sorry to see her go,” 
said one EU envoy.

However, diplomats are pleased David 
Miliband – widely considered as an effec-
tive foreign secretary – has kept his posi-
tion despite earlier rumours that Lord 
Mandelson coveted the job. -

Flint quits, KINNOCK APPOINTED EUROPE MINISTER

Reshuffle hits Foreign Office

NETWORKING FOR DIPLOMATS

British MPs are better than other parlia-
mentarians around the world, according to 
poll of diplomats by Embassy magazine. 

Despite the ongoing expenses scandal, 
over half of the respondents (57%) said the 
reputation of British MPs compared favour-
ably to parliamentarians they had encoun-
tered in postings, while 29% said they were 
worse, and 14% said UK MPs were on a par 

with lawmakers around the world.
Many diplomats felt that hard-working 

MPs had been unfairly tainted, with one 
diplomat suggesting that a bonus sys-
tem should be introduced in which good 
behaviour was recognised and rewarded.

As polling stations closed across Europe, 
diplomats in London also gave the Euro-
pean parliament their seal of approval, 

with just under two-thirds (64%) saying 
the institution was fit for purpose. Interest-
ingly, over two thirds (67%) of those who 
thought the parliament was not perform-
ing well were EU diplomats.

One criticism of the EU Parliament was that 
it is too expensive and that the Strasbourg 
parliament should close and that transla-
tions should be limited to cut costs. -

DIPLOMATS SAY BRITISH MPs COMPARE FAVOURABLY

British parliamentarians win diplomats’ approval
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SPEECH TO ISLAMIC WORLD WELCOMED 

Muslim Ambassadors praise Obama 

DIPLOMATIC SERVICE REGULATION ABANDONED

FCO backtracks on gagging of ex-envoys

Flowers laid to mark 
Tiananmen anniversary
Survivors of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre laid flowers outside the 
Chinese Embassy to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the bloodshed and 
to remember those who were killed 
when Chinese troops crushed a pro-
democracy protest on 4 June 1989.

Turkish Embassy slams  
racist leaflet
The Turkish Embassy has complained 
to the FCO over a British National 
Party election campaign leaflet which 
claims the UK would be “swamped 
by 80 million low paid Muslim Turks’ 
if Turkey was accepted into the EU. 
An Embassy spokesperson told the 
Sunday Times the leaflet was “racist 
and highly inflammatory.”

Biometric visa deters director
Visa complications have caused 
award-winning Iranian director 
Abbas Kiarostami to withdraw from 
directing the English National Opera’s 
production of Cosi fan Tutte. Kiarostami 
branded the visa application process, 
which requires fingerprinting, “unduly 
time-consuming”.

Israeli poster stirs anger
The Palestinian Solidarity Campaign 
and the Syrian Embassy have 
demanded the removal of Israeli 
Tourist Office posters in the London 
Underground in which a yellow map 
makes no distinction between Israel 
and the Golan Heights, the West 
Bank and Gaza.

Reagan in Grosvenor Square
Former US President Ronald Reagan 
is being honoured with a bronze 
statue outside the US Embassy. 
Westminster City Council has waived 
the rule which only permits statues 
to be erected of people who have 
been dead for ten years so that it can 
be inaugurated by Baroness Thatcher, 
83, and Nancy Reagan, 87, both of 
whom are in frail health.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Barack Obama’s landmark speech to the 
Muslim world in Cairo has been warmly 
received by Muslim heads of mission in 
London, but some remain sceptical about 
the American president’s ability to turn his 
words into deeds.

In a snap poll conducted by Embassy, 
the Egyptian Ambassador Hatem Seif el 
Nasr was effusive in his praise, calling the 
speech “phenomenal” and saying Obama 
had set the right tone to open up a new 
chapter in relations between the US and 
the Muslim World.

The spokesman for the Syrian Embassy 
Jihad Makdissi was more guarded in his 
response, saying the speech was “defi-
nitely a step in the right direction to rec-
tify the accumulated mistakes of the pre-
vious administration.” 

He said President Obama 
had managed to please 
“almost all parties in the 
Middle East” by his concili-
atory tone. But he added: “I 
wished he had elaborated 
more on specific mecha-
nisms to implement his 
vision of conciliation and to 
achieve the long awaited 
peace in our region.”

A Southeast Asian high 

commissioner said Obama’s speech would 
have appealed to “the millions of moder-
ate Muslims” in his region whose backing 
the President would need to achieve a 
lasting friendship with the Muslim world. 

With four female ambassadors from the 
region, including Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia 
and Morocco, Obama’s comments on the 
rights of women were very well received 
by diplomats across the board.

The State Department made use of 
advanced communications technol-
ogy to ensure the speech was dissemi-
nated widely. A transcript of the speech 
was translated in 13 languages, while to 
countries with predominantly Muslim 
populations, the US government offered 
free text messages about the speech in 
Arabic, Persian, Urdu and English. Par-

ticipants could send text 
messages back to the State 
Department with reaction.

In London over 100 
guests including journalists,  
Muslim-focused community 
organisations and students 
visited the US Embassy as 
guests to watch the speech 
in the auditorium, and par-
ticipate in a discussion after 
the speech. - 

The Foreign Office has abandoned a Dip-
lomatic Service Regulation issued in 2006, 
which imposed a lifelong obligation on 
ex-diplomats to seek written permission 
from the Foreign Office before making any 
media appearance.

The rule was quietly dropped after a 
storm of protest by ex-envoys and offi-
cials in King Charles Street realised it was 
unenforceable.

Instead, the latest regulations say the 
Foreign Office “welcomes debate” and 
recognises a “public interest in allowing 
former officials to write accounts of their 
time in government”.

Sir Edward Clay, formerly Britain’s High 
Commissioner in Kenya and Uganda and 

a loud critic of the gagging order, hailed a 
victory in a “battle against the little tyrants 
of their fields” and said: “The Foreign Office 
has realised it can’t stop retired officers 
commenting on matters of public interest 
in which they have expertise.”

Restrictions were imposed by Jack Straw 
largely due to a knee-jerk reaction to 
former British Ambassador to Washington 
Sir Christopher Meyer’s memoirs, which 
were not complimentary of Tony Blair and 
a host of Labour ministers.

Despite the climb down by the FCO, 
retired diplomats still have an obligation 
to preserve confidentiality and seek clear-
ance for any memoirs and all are bound by 
the Official Secrets Act. -
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DPG revamps website
The Diplomatic Protection Group has expanded its 
Diplomatic Security Bulletin Board to keep the diplomatic 
community up to date with events and security information. 

The secure site has been redesigned to include news and 
information that is relevant to diplomats. 

A DPG spokesperson encouraged diplomats to get into 
the habit of accessing the site. “The new information will 
undoubtedly benefit the Diplomatic community,” she said. 

Using the Bulletin Board
The site can only be accessed using a username and 
password, which your DPG liaison Inspector will provide. 
After logging on (https://dpgforum.met.police.uk), a 
message may appear informing the viewer that they 
are entering a secure site. Select ok. You will then be 
prompted for your username and password. If you have any 
suggestions, or would like to discuss the content, contact 
Katie McGill at katie.mcgill@met.police.uk or 020 8721 5364. 

Lord Thomas Cochrane honoured
On Chilean Navy Day, the Chilean Naval Mission in London 
lay a wreath on the tomb in Westminster Abbey of Lord 
Thomas Cochrane, the British Naval officer known as “the 
wolf of the sea” who served in the Chilean rebel navy 
against the Spanish in their War of Independence. The 
occasion commemorates the Naval Battle of Iquique in the 
War of the Pacific.

Sweden launches Green Mission

EU Presidency 
goes green
To launch the start of the Swedish EU pres-
idency – and to promote environmental 
sustainability – the Swedish Embassy is 
planning a ‘Green Mission’, a week-long cel-
ebration in July highlighting environmen-
tal issues, as well as raising awareness of 
contemporary Swedish culture. 

A highlight of the Green Mission will be 
Sweden on Stage, a free public event on 
Hampstead Heath on 4 July, where Benny 
Andersson of ABBA fame and his band 
will be the headline act, playing their own 
eclectic mix of folk, pop and dance music. 

Family activities will have an environ-
mental sustainability theme with a twist 
– such as trying ecological food, building 
your own recycled instrument or toning 
up with Friskis & Svettis, Sweden’s ’sweaty 
and healthy’ fitness club.

Climate change will be high on the 
Swedish EU Presidency agenda and Swe-
den will be coordinating the EU when 
world leaders meet in Copenhagen this 
December with the aim of reaching a glo-
bal post-Kyoto agreement. -

For details of the events being organised 
by the Swedish Embassy, see the Diplomatic 
Diary Planner on p17

Norwegian Embassy goes green

Embassy sizes up CO2 footprint
The Norwegian Embassy has had its car-
bon footprint measured in the first phase 
of a pilot project aimed at transforming 
the mission into a sustainable embassy. 

The results, as measured by the environ-
mental consultancy Carbon Clear, revealed 
that the Embassy was responsible for a total 
emission of 268 tonnes of CO2 over the past 
year, which is an average of 11 tonnes per 
person, compared to the UK average of 9.1 
tonnes as estimated by the International 
Energy Agency in 2005. The emissions from 
both the Embassy and Innovation Norway 
amounted to 455 tonnes of CO2. 

An expert visited the Embassy to gather 
information from energy consumption 
and the building mass, to its employees’ 
travel to work and nights spent in hotels. 

The Embassy’s main source of CO2 emis-
sions (see diagram below) is primarily busi-
ness flights, followed by electricity con-
sumption, printed materials and gas. 

The Embassy is now developing a plan 
of action for how best to reduce its car-
bon footprint. Simple measures to reduce 
carbon emissions include swapping to 
energy-saving light bulbs, opting for video 
or telephone conferences instead of plane 

journeys, and using more ecological and 
environmentally-friendly materials. 

The Embassy would like to encourage 
other missions map out their carbon foot-
prints and become more environmentally 
friendly in their day-to-day operations. 

The Norwegian project follows on from 
the US Embassy’s pioneering green initia-
tive in 2006 in which the Embassy imple-
mented a range of policies, from energy and 
water conservation, to tecycling in order to 
meet he highest international standards for 
environmental management. -

NEWS IN BRIEF
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EPIC JOURNEY NEARS COMPLETION

Lithuanians celebrate Millennium Odyssey
Over 400 Lithuanians gathered at 
Tower Millennium Pier to greet the 
brave yachtsmen of the Lithuanian Mil-
lennium Odyssey, who have been on a 
nine-month journey visiting 26 Lithua-
nian communities in 20 countries on 
five continents, to celebrate the first 
mention of Lithuania’s name in history 
a thousand years ago.

Tower Bridge was raised to welcome 
the sailors on the yacht Ambersail as 
they moored next to the Tower of Lon-
don to loud cheers from the crowd on 
shore. Their mission has been to act as 
emissaries and they carry with them a 
personal message from the President 
of Lithuania, Valdas Adamkus, in which 
he urges Lithuanians across the globe 
to join in the celebrations.

More than one million people of 
Lithuanian descent live outside of 
Lithuania, making up a quarter of all 
people of Lithuanian descent. 

The UK has the largest Lithuanian 
diaspora community, numbering some 
100,000 to 150,000. The voyagers have 
already been welcomed by the Lithua-
nian communities across the globe in 
Germany, the Canary Islands, South 

Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Argen-
tina, Uruguay, Brazil, the USA, Canada, 
Spain, Portugal, and Ireland. 

The Millennium Odyssey still plans 
to visit Lithuanians in Norway, Den-
mark, Poland, Sweden, Russia, Estonia, 
Latvia, and the Kaliningrad Region 
and will be joined on the final leg of 
the journey by the former Lithuanian 
Ambassador to London and now For-
eign Minister Vygaudas Ušackas, who 
is renowned in London diplomatic cir-
cles for his love of adventure.

Ten crews have already sailed on 
this world voyage, changing over at 
various points. In London the elev-
enth and final crew took over to com-
plete an epic journey of more than 
200 sailing days and covering more 
than 40,000 sea miles. -

He sucks! 
Well you read it first in Embassy: as we 
predicted back in March, Chicago lawyer, 
investment banker and Democratic Party 
fundraiser Louis Susman, 71, has been tapped 
by President Obama to be the next US 
Ambassador to London. And while the merits 
of having a political appointee are still hotly 
debated in diplomatic circles, Susman really 
does suck, but in the best possible way. 

Right from the start Louis ‘the Vacuum 
Cleaner’ Susman (so called because of his 
knack of sucking up campaign dollars from 
deep pockets) backed Obama. 

It took the shrewd eye of a businessman 
to spot the potential of the then obscure 
Illinois senator who spoke so eloquently at a 
fundraiser for John Kerry, prompting Susman 
to make a prediction to Kerry: “This man will 
be on the national ticket one day.” Susman was 
one of Obama’s earliest backers, even before 
he announced he was running for president.

Hot dog diplomacy
And having a man with deep pockets as 
the next occupant of Winfield House is no 
bad thing. As former US Ambassador to 
London Ray Seitz once pointed out, the 
State Department is remarkably stingy when 
it comes to spending money on embassy 
receptions, so it helps having a wealthy 
ambassador to subsidise the parties. 

Perhaps at the Independence Day 
celebrations we might be enjoying a better class 
of hot dog – preferably an all-beef Chicago-
style dog. Which is just as well because Iranian 
diplomats are back on the invitation list.

The State Department recently revealed 
that US posts have been authorised to invite 
Iranian diplomats to the July 4th celebrations 
and a US Embassy spokesman confirmed to 
Embassy magazine that it will be “following 
department guidance on this issue”. 

The State Department Spokesman Robert 
Gibbs explained to journalists that the lifting 
of the ban on Iranian diplomats was part of 
the US policy of engagement with Iran, to 
which a reporter quipped: “Does it follow, 
if you’re reaching out to the Iranians, that if 
they, in fact, accept a hot dog, they would 
have to ‘unclench’ their fists?”

On the Fringes
with Elizabeth Stewart

Freedom of the City granted to diplomatic duo
The Ambassador of Andorra Maria Rosa Picart and her husband Reg Francis 
were both given the Freedom of the City of London in a ceremony attended 
by friends, family and fellow diplomats.

The granting of the Freedom of the City of London is one of the oldest 
cermonies, believed to date as far back as far as 1237.

A number of ancient privileges are associated with the Freedom. From now 
on, Ambassador Picart and her Reg − ‘the youngest Freemen’ − have the right 
to herd sheep over London bridge, to go about the City with a drawn sword, 
and if convicted of a capital offence, to be hung with a silken rope. 

Other advantages are said to have included the right to avoid being press-
ganged, to be married in St Paul’s 
Cathedral, buried in the City and 
to be drunk and disorderly with-
out fear of arrest.

Along with their certificate, 
Freemen are issued a holder for 
the certificate, as it was a docu-
ment that was carried around 
similar to a driving licence or ID 
card today. -

Tower Bridge is 
raised to welcome 
Millennium Odyssey 

The ‘youngest Freemen of the City’ 
– Reg Francis and Ambassador Picart 
with the Chamberlain’s Court Clerk
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CONSULAR NEWS

Lessons from biometric pilot projects
Consuls learned about the EU biometric pilot 
programmes, Biodev I and II, from Bart Coes-
sens, who is head of Visa Monitoring at the 
Belgian foreign ministry.

In his opening remarks, Mr Coessens said 
the advantage of biometric passports and visas was a more 
effective way to combat visa and passport fraud, while a shared 
database would also prevent ‘visa shopping’ where an applicant 
rejected in one Schengen state applies at another Schengen state. 
He added technological advances in biometrics would eventu-
ally expedite border checks by enabling automated e-gates at 
border controls.

Mr Coessens went on to explain the findings of the pilot projects 
and highlighted the main challenges of introducing a functional 
and efficient biometric system. Firstly, capturing useable biomet-
ric data (such as the scanning of fingerprints) requires trained staff 
and high quality hardware to capture data. 

In instances of common application centres, consulates would 
need interoperable software. Issues of data protection also arose, 
particularly in the sharing of data with other authorities.

Consuls also faced the logistical challenge of space, since appli-
cants need to apply for in person in order to capture the biomet-
ric data. Space and staffing constraints, as well as inconvenience 
for applicants, raised the issue of outsourcing or the possibility of 
common Schengen visa application centres. -

Biometric technologies
Dr Andreas Wolfe, Vice President of Tech-
nology and IP Management at Cross Match 
technologies, gave a consuls a valuable 
insight into the development of hardware 
and the practical aspects of implementing 

a user-friendly biometric system. 
With data being stored for five to ten years, Wolfe stressed the 

importance of using certified equipment and interoperable soft-
ware, especially at the application stage, to ensure a high quality, 
standardised biometric database. He added that states consider-
ing outsourcing should ensure that commercial partners are cer-
tified and conform with European standards. 

“If you put garbage into the system, you will get garbage out of 
the system,” he warned consuls.

Wolfe also stressed that efficient, ergonomic systems were 
important in order that travellers do not feel criminalised at enrol-
ment or immigration control. He added that with the introduc-
tion of large aeroplanes, the development of reliable technology 
(such as iris scanning) to ensure speedy, semi-automated border 
controls would become paramount in future.

Wolfe concluded his talk by saying that a balance needed to be 
struck between cost, security and customer service. -

Biometrics in the US
Describing her experiences with biometrics 
Addie Harchik, non-immigrant visa chief at 
the US Embassy, said the system was more 
effective at helping the US facilitate legiti-
mate travel while keeping those posing a 

security threat out of the country.
She added that the introduction of biometrics had a deterrent 

effect, with the applicant pool dropping an astonishing 25%. 
Although more expensive, the US has introduced 10-print scan-

ning as a further protection against fraud so that print verification 
can be randomised for various digits. 

In addition to biometrics, she explained that US law requires 
every applicant, with a few exceptions, to be interviewed, which 
help consuls to detect so-called ‘non-verbal indicators’.

 Harchik conceded that a major issue with biometrics is the 
inconvenience to the applicant who needs to apply in person. For 
this reason the US is currently piloting a mobile fingerprint scan-
ner to process large groups located far from the consulate. 

Space constraints and staffing are always a challenge, she said, 
raising the issue of outsourcing. 

The key is flexibility, she said: “We need to approach this on a 
case-by-case basis. Local issues and clientele are different and so 
a one-size-fits-all policy will not work.” -

UK Border Agency
In his presentation, Tony Mercer, identity 
manager director at UKBA, outlined aspects 
of the UK experience, including the introduc-
tion of biometric visas and the National Iden-
tity scheme. 
Consuls heard how the UK biometric system 
had been rolled out at the end of 2007, at a 

cost of £38m. The UK now operates visa application centres in 
over 130 countries and the UK biometric visa database contains 
three million sets of prints, which Mercer regards as an “invaluable 
asset” for crime prevention.

Since the introduction of the system, more than 5,000 attempted 
identity swaps had been detected. “The system has produced huge 
benefits to the UK in tackling illegal immigration,” Mercer said.

In order to make the biometric visa system cost-effective and 
accessible to applicants, UKBA outsourced the data capture to a 
commercial partner, VFS Global. “We could not have rolled out the 
system without the support of our commercial partner,” he said. 

He explained to consuls that the UKBA is now working towards 
a cross-agency integrated National Identity system. He concluded 
his talk by saying strong partnerships between the UK govern-
ment, law enforcement agencies, commercial partners and for-
eign governments would be at the heart of any future integrated 
identity system. -

The basics of biometrics
Consuls and visa officers recently attended a VFS-sponsored seminar jointly hosted by the Romanian and 
Bulgarian Embassies to debate the challenges of rolling out biometric documents within the Schengen area.
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COURT CIRCUIT

IDS Champagne 
Reception
Droves of diplomats and embassy staff raised a glass of fine bubbly 
to toast the Spring launch of IDS’s spring catalogue at an appro-
priately merry champagne reception. The Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, the heads of diplomatic associations that IDS supports and 
the team at Embassy magazine were all present to thank Patrick 
Doyle, Andrew Bennett and the IDS team.

 The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, the Ambassador of 
Kuwait Khaled Al Duwaisan and Mrs Dalal Al Duwaisan, 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of London, Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband and his wife Louise Shackelton

Rebecca Robson, Hala Whaby (Jordan), Maya (Mauritius) and 
Paula De Souza (Yemen)

Alicia Gilardino (Argentina), Nurdin Babul, Farida Topan 
(Syria), Veronica Harfuch (Argentina) and Maria Bryant (Brazil)

Alexander Sidoruk (Belarus) talks to Carol Scarisbrick and 
Kerry Low of Embassy Events

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, the Ambassador of 
Kuwait Khaled Al Duwaisan and the Ambassador of 
Honduras Ivan Romero-Martinez

Andrew Bennet (IDS) and his wife Mary Bennett, Patrick 
Doyle (IDS), Vanessa Hamilton and YDL President Bernard 
Hamilton (Malta)

Embassy Editor Elizabeth Stewart and the 
High Commissioner for Grenada and WDS 
founder Ruth Rouse

President of the Consular Corps Guy Van 
Glabeke (Belgium) and Matthew Boyle 
(BMW Park Lane)

Patrick, Andrew and the whole IDS team

The Company of Pikemen and Musketeers stands guard Foreign Secretary David Miliband gives his Easter Banquet 
address to assembled heads of mission

Lord Mayor’s Easter Banquet
The fallout of the financial crisis was the focus of Foreign Secretary David Miliband’s speech to heads of mission at the Court of St 
James’s at the annual Lord Mayor’s Easter Banquet, held in the sumptuous surroundings of Mansion House. Reflecting on the recent 
G20 Summit, Mr Miliband said the crisis had heralded an age of multilateralism in which “power [is] dispersed and responsibility shared” 
whether in banks, companies or states.
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Members of the Cameroon High Commission gather for a family photo

Mrs Janet Ekaney greets the Marshal of the Diplomatic 
Corps Charles Grey

The Dean of the Commonwealth Countries and High 
Commissioner for Guyana Laleshwar Singh congratulates 
High Commissioner Ekaney

Jennifer Dilbert (Cayman Islands) and Dawn 
Smith (British Virgin Islands)

WDS Chairman Maria Rosa Picart, High 
Commissioner Mabuza and Guilda Navidi 
Walker (WDS)

 Lucia Cherinda (Mozambique), High 
Commissioner Mabuza and Eunice Luambia 
(Zambia)

Mumtaz Kassam (Uganda) and Reg Francis

Victoria Farley (Trinidad and Tobago), 
the High Commissioner for Uganda Joan 
Rwabyomere, the High Commissioner for 
South Africa Lindiwe Mabuza, the High 
Commissioner for Tanzania Mwanaidi 
Maajar and the Ambassador of Andorra 
Maria Rosa Picart

The High 
Commissioner 
for Botswana 
welcomes 
guests

High Commissioner Ekaney gave his Independence Day 
address

The Nigerian High Commissioner Dalhaltu Tafida is 
welcomed by High Commissioner Ekaney

The Ambassador of Senegal shakes hands with Deputy High 
Commissioner Denis Nyuydzewira

Cameroon unity
The Royal Garden Hotel was a sea of colour as guests dressed in 
resplendent national dress arrived to congratulate the High Com-
missioner for Cameroon Nkwelle Ekaney on Cameroon’s 37th Anni-
versary of Unity. In his Republic Day address, the High Commissioner 
recalled the birth of the united Cameroonian nation in 1972 and 
reflected how the country had been blessed with natural resources, 
but more importantly, “stability and peace in an ocean of turbulence”. 
He added that despite the global financial turmoil, Cameroon had a 
lot to offer and encouraged businesses to visit the third Cameroon 
Investment Forum on 16-18 June.

Poetic 
farewell
Members of the Women in 
Diplomatic Service gathered 
at the Botswana High Commis-
sion to bid a fond farewell to 
the South African High Com-
missioner Lindiwe Mabuza, 
who has served in London for 
nearly eight years. High Com-
missioner Mabuza read some 
of her favourite poems from 
her latest anthology, after 
which all settled down for a 
curry from Prince Charles’s 
favourite curry caterer and 
wines from Austria.
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DIARY PLANNER

National Days
June
1 Samoa
2 Italy
5 Denmark
6 Sweden
10 Portugal
12 Russia, Philippines
17 Iceland
18 Seychelles
23 Luxembourg
25 Mozambique, Croatia, Slovenia
26 Madagascar
27 Djibouti
30 Democratic Republic of Congo

July
1 Burundi, Somalia, Canada, Rwanda,
	 British Virigin Islands
3 Belarus
4 United States, Tonga
5 Cape Verde, Venezuela
6 Malawi
7 Nepal
10 Bahamas
11 Mongolia
12 Sao Tome & Principe, Kiribati
13 Montenegro
14 France
15 Brunei
17 Lesotho
20 Colombia
21 Belgium
23 Egypt
26 Maldives, Liberia
28 Peru
30 Morocco, Vanuatu

Ceremonial
8 June
Foreign Secretary's reception for the 
Queen's Birthday (invitation only)
Venue: Lancaster House

10 June
Malta
HE Joseph Zammit Tabona, the High 
Commissioner for Malta will present 
his credentials to The Queen at 
Buckingham Palace at 12.00

10 June
Benin
HE Mr Albert Agossou the 
Ambassador of Benin will be 
presenting his credentials to The 
Queen at Buckingham Palace at 12.00

13 June
Trooping the Colour
The Queen’s Birthday Parade will 
be held on Saturday 13th June 
2009 on Horse Guards Parade when 
The Colour will be Trooped by 1st 
Battalion Irish Guards in the presence 
of Her Majesty.

23 June
Lithuania
HE Mr Oskaras Jusys, the Ambassador 
of Lithuania, will present his 
credentials to HM The Queen at 
Buckingham Palace at 12.00

23 June
Afghanistan
HE Mohammad Homayoun Tandar 
the Ambassador of Afghanistan will be 
presenting his credentials to HM The 
Queen at Buckingham Palace at 12.20

7, 14, 21 July
Royal Garden Parties
HM The Queen will entertain 
members of the diplomatic corps at 
Buckingham Palace

celebrations
10 June
Portugal
The Ambassador of Portugal and 
Mrs Antonio Santana Carlos will 
be celebrating the National Day of 
Portugal (strictly invitation only).
Time: 18.00-20.00 
Venue: 12 Belgrave Square, SW1X 8PN

11 June
Russia
The Ambassador of Russia and 
Mrs Fedotova will be celebrating 
the National Day of Russia (strictly 
invitation only)
Venue: The Ambassador's Residence, 
13 Kensington Palace Gardens

23 June
Luxembourg
He The Ambassador of the Grand 
Dutchy of Luxembourg and Mrs 
Fransisca Wurth will be celebrating 
the Luxembourg National Day 
(invitation only)
Venue: Royal Anglo-Belgian Club, 
60 Knightsbridge, SW1X 7LF
Time: 17.30-19.30

26 June
Slovenia
The Ambassador of Slovenia Iztok 
Jarc will be celebrating Slovenia's 
Independence Day with a concert by 
the Greenwich Trio (invitation only)
Venue: St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe
St Andrew’s Hill & Queen Victoria St
EC4V 5DE
Time: 18.30

30 June
Croatia
The Ambassador of Croatia and Mrs 
Tomic will be hosting a garden party 
to celebrate Croatia's National Day 
(invitation only)
Venue: Fitzroy Square
Time: 18.00-20.00

1 July
Belarus
The Ambassador of Belarus and Mrs 
Tatyana Mikhnevich will celebrate the 
Independence Day of Belarus
Venue: Hyatt Regency London - The 
Churchill, 30 Portman Square, W1H 7BH

1 July
Canada
Join Canadians when Trafalgar Square 
comes alive with an extravaganza of 
Canadian musicians, performers and 
a spot of hockey to celebrate Canada 
Day – plus a real Canadian-style 
BBQ with bison burgers and steak 
sandwiches. For VIPs, the Canadian 
High Commissioner Jim Wright will be 
hosting a reception at Canada House 
in the early evening.
Time: 12.00-22.00
Venue: Trafalgar Square
Info: www.canadadaylondon.com
 

Culture
11 June
Salsa Dance Party
Join diplomats from Central America 
and the Anglo-Central American 
Society for a sizzling summer salsa 
party in aid of children in the region.
Venue: Fiesta Havana, 490 Fulham Rd, 
SW6 5NH
Time: 19.00 until late
Tickets: £10 in advance/£12 at the door
Contact: Jimena Lozada
Email: Jl.panamaembassy@btconnect.com
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16 June
Ponto de Cultura: autonomy and 
cultural protagonism in Brazil
Celio Turino from the Brazilian 
Ministry of Culture will outline 
the radical vision of Gilberto Gil's 
programme of social transformation 
through culture.
Venue: Gallery 32, 32 Green St, W1K 7AT
Time: 18.00-20.00
Email: r.m.sanger@qmul.ac.uk

25 June
BVI Art & Culture Exhibition
Art from the Caribbean will be 
on show at BVI House for the 6th 
Annual Art and Culture Exhibit. 
Artists exhibiting include abstract 
expressionist, Carol Vanterpool, 
doll-maker and craft-worker, Joyce 
Titley, portraitist, Barbara O’Neal, and 
landscape artist, Gregory Maloney.
Venue: Government of the British Virgin 
Islands, 15 Upper Grosvenor Street
London W1K 7PJ
Contact: Nicholad Jeria
Email: NicholasJeria@bvi.org.uk

16 June – 1 August
South Africa Season
The season kicks off by showcasing 
South Africa's outstanding dramatic 
theatre, with the multi-award winning 
Karoo Moose, directed by Lara Foot 
Newton and Olivier-award winning 
David Kramer's latest play Koos Sas: 
Last Bushman of Montagu.
Venue: The Tricycle Theatre, 
269 Kilburn High Road, London NW6 7JR
Info: www.tricycle.co.uk 

30 June – 4 July
A Green Mission
To celebrate the launch of Sweden's 
EU Presidency the Embassy of 
Sweden has put together a fantastic 
series of events, from Presidential Jazz 
(30 June) appropriately on the HMS 
President to mark the hand over of 
the Czech to Swedish presidencies, a 
Gala Opening and Concert featuring 
the Nordic Chamber Orchestra at 
historic Guildhall (1 July), and Sweden 
on Stage, a fun-filled family day on 
Hampstead Heath where Benny 
Andersson of Abba fame will perform 
with his band (4 July).
Info: gabriella.augustsson@foreign.ministry.se

22-26 July
Malaysia Week in London 
Experience the rich and varied culture 
of Malasia, with dance, music craft 
and of course fantastic food.
Venue: Potters Fields Park,  
Southwark, SE1 2NN
Time: 10.00– 22.00
Info: www.kln.gov.my/perwakilan/london

Economics
8-12 June
World Trade Week
A week-long programme of activities 
highlighting the importance of global 
trade in creating jobs and growth. 
Jointly organised by DfiD, BERR 
and UKTI with a packed calendar 
of seminars, confererences and 
networking events. A must-attend 
event for all trade missions .
Info: www.worldtradeweekuk.com

17 June
Strangling the City? 
A BNE seminar examining EU’s 
Directive on Alternative Investment 
Fund Managers. Speakers include Paul 
Marshall (Chairman, Marshall Wace 
Asset Management and BNE Advisory 
Council Member), Simon Walker 
(Chief Executive, British Venture 
Capital Association), John Waples 
(Business Editor, The Sunday Times)
and Bob Wigley (Chairman of the 
Wigley Report for the Mayor of 
London, December 2008).
Venue: Fleming Family & Partners, 
15 Suffolk Street, SW1Y 4HG
Time: 09.15-10.00
Contact: events@bnegroup.org 

24 June
Strike the Right Balance: National, 
European & Global Regulation
A BNE event on regulation. Speakers 
include Jacques de Larosiere 
(Chairman, High Level Group on 
Financial Supervision in the EU)
Sir James Sassoon (Advisor to the 
Conservative Party on Financial 
Regulation) Lord Turner (Chairman, 
Financial Services Authority).
Venue: JP Morgan, 60 Victoria 
Embankment, London, EC4Y 0JP
Time: 08:00 – 09:30
Contact: events@bnegroup.org

Politics 
30 June
What Will the World Look Like in the 
Obama Era?
Lord Ashdown will examine the future 
of international relations, and define 
‘Ashdown’s third law’: why the world 
will never be the same again and 
what we should do.
Venue: Chatham House, 
10 St James’s Square, SW1Y 4LE
Time: 18.00-19.00
Register: www.chathamhouse.org.uk

press11 March

Attention Press Counsellors!
The South African High Commission 
plans to host an event in July to 
launch an official press attaché 
association in London, where 
embassy spokespeople can network 
with each other and the British 
media. Please contact either Elizabeth 
Stewart or Niall Wilkins if you are 
interested or have any ideas on how 
to develop the concept further.
Contact: Elizabeth Stewart
Email: editor@embassymagazine.com
or Niall Wiklins
Email: WilkinsN@foreign.gov.za

Young Diplomats in London
19 June
Solstice
Celebrate the longest day of the 
year at the YDL's next charity event 
featuring live music by Keith Waithe 
and his band; fantastic nibbles by 
Party Ingredients; open bar (all the 
drinks you want) by IDS; dance music; 
a taste of Lesotho through dance and 
many other surprises. All proceeds in 
aid of Lesotho.
Venue: Guildhall, Gresham St, EC2
Time: 19.30-midnight
Tickets: £40
Contact: ydl@london.com

10 July
YDL Chillout at BMW Park Lane
In association with IDS. Sip cocktails in 
BMW's swanky showroom.
To attend diplomats need to email 
bernard.hamilton@gov.mt
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NETWORKING FOR DIPLOMATS

Just arrived?
If you are new to the UK and 

would like to be added to our 

database to receive our monthly 

online newsletter, please either 

complete the form and fax it to 

01981 540704 or send an 

email to Elizabeth Stewart: 

editor@embassymagazine.com
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